Public Law 90-259
90th Congress, S. 1124
March 1, 1968

Be it encoted by the Semt‘e and House of R&pm&mtatiws of the
“United States of America in Congress assemblod, That this Act may Fire Research
becitedasthe® e Res 10687, . : a?dlggge’oy fot
. O .
TITLE I—FIRE RESEARCH AND SAFETY PROGRAM

DECLARATION OF FOLICY

" Sre. 101, The Congress finds that a comprehensive fire research and
safety program is needed in this country to provide more effective
‘measures of protection against the hazards of death, njury, and
damage to property. The gongress finds that it is desirable and neces-
sary for the Federal Government, in mrrygng out the provisiens of
.this title, to cooperate with and assist pu lic and private agencies.
“The Congress declares that the purpese of this title is to amend the 82 STAT. 34
. Act of March 3, 1901, as smended, to provide a national five research 82 STAT.: 35 .
and safefy pro including the gathering of comprehensive fire ~ B
data; a comprehensive fire research program; five safety education :
.and training programs; and demonstrations of new_approaches and
_improvements in fire prevention and control, and reduction of death,
. personal injury, and property damage. Additionally, it is the sense of
‘1, Congress that the ;Seamtax‘g should establish a fire research and sufety
. center for administering this title and: carrying out-its purposes, ine
‘dluding appropriaté fire safety Tinison and-coordmation, '
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“‘(B? the capability of controlling unusual fire-related
. (i;z)mm" sand fre disasters; and
{ i :

or
“(C) improvement o the-eficieneyyroperationy-on-onga-
Hrpainc i the fivese i
%(b) Support by contracts or grants the development, for use by
educational and other nonprofit institutions, of—
) ={1) fire safety uucFﬁre protection engineering or science cur-
riculums; and .

“(2) fire safety courses, seminars, or other instractional ma-
terials and aids for the above curriculums or other approprinte
curriculums or courses of instruetion. . \

“Seq. 17, With respect to the functions authorized by section 16 of

this Act—
Eligibility for . “(a) Grants may be made only to States and loeal governments,
grants, other non-Federal public agencies, and nonprofit institutions. Such
a2 STAT a grant may be up to 100 per centum of the total cost of the project
82 STAT. 36 Tor which such grant is made. The Secretary shall require, whenever

fensible, a5 acondition of approval of & grant, that the recipient con-
tribute money, facilities, or servicesto earry out the purpose for which
CAiState N the grant is sought. For the purposes of this sectio State’ means any
State of the United States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, ﬂ’ae Canal Zone,
: American Samon, and the Trust, Territory of the Pacific Islands; and
nPublic agenw ‘public agencies’ includes combinations or’ groups of States or Toeal
oies." governments. . ’ .
Federal agenw “(b) The Secretary may arvange with and reimburse the heads
oies, reimbursem of other Federal departments and agencies for the performance of
mente any such functions, and, as necessary or appropriate, delegute any of
his powers under this section or section 18 of this Act with respect -
to any part thereof, and authorize the ‘mde!etgaxmn of such powers.
%(¢) The Secretary may perform such functions without regard
to section 3648 of the Revised Statutes (31 U.5.0. 529).
CGooperation. “(d) The Secretary is authorized to request any Federal depart.
~ ment or-agency to supply such statistics, data, program reports, and
nther materials as he deems necessary to enryy oub such functions.
- Fach such department or agency is authorized to cooperate with the
Secretary and, to the extent permitted by law, to furnish sneh ma-
terials to the Secretary. The Secretary and the hends of other depart-
ments and agencies engaged in administering programs related to
fire sufety shall, to the maximum extent practicable, cooperate and
i consult inovderto insive fully ecoordinated afforts, i
Rules and “(e) The Secretary is suthorized to establish such policies, stand-
regulstions, ards, criterin, and procedures and to prescribe such rules and regula-
‘ tions as he may deem necessury or appropriate to the sdministration
th'm}ifh functions or this section, mecluding rules and regulations
WRICH—~ : . ‘
“(1) provide that & grantee will from time to time, but not
Reporte. less often than annually, submit a report evaluating accomplish-
' ments of activities funded undersection 16, and
“(2) provide for fiscal control, sound aecounting: procedures,
et , and periedie reports to the Secretary regarding the application
. of funds paid under section 16.” :
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NONINTEUFERENCE WITH EXISTING FEDERAL PROGRAMS

Sec. 108, Nothing contained in this title shall be deemed to repeal,
supersede, or dimimish existing suthority or responsibility of any
agency or instrumentality of the Federal Government.

Amxmmm-gmﬁ OF APPROPRIATIONS

Sxo. 104. Ther:
of this Act, $5;600

TITLE II—NATIONAL COMMISSION ON FIRE
PREVENTION AND CONTROL

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

uthorized tobe ap

ropriated, for the purposes

Szo. 201, Tho Congress finds und declares that the growing problem
of the loss of life nuﬁrgmperty from fire is & matter of grave national
concern that this problem is particularly acute in the Nation's urban
and suburban areas where an inereasing proportion of the population
resides but it is also of national concern in smaller communities and
rural avens; that as population eoncentrates, the means for controlling

plex and {requently beyond purely local ew abi

and preventing destructive fires has become gmﬁrgssivel;& mim ¢on- 82 STAT, 36
bilities; and that there g2 sTaT. 37

. 13 o clear and present need to explore nud develop more effective fire

control and firo prevention measures throughout the country in the
light of existing and foreseeable conditions. It is the purpose of this
title to establish s commission to underiake a thorough study and

. investigation of this problem with & view to the formulation of recom-

mendations whereby the Nation can.reduce the destruction of life
and %mperty cauged by fire in its ecities, suburbs, communities, and
elsewhiere, g .
ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION

Sec. 202, () Thers is hereby
ot FireP ;
niissi
the

individuals so appoiuted as members (1) shall be eminently well quali-
fied by training or‘e;i?eﬁeme to-enrry out the functions of the Com-
mission, and (2) ‘shull be selected so as to provide representation of
the views of individuals and organizations of all avess of the United
States concerned with fire researcly, safety, control, or preveution, in-
cluding representatives drawn from Federal, State, and loeal govern-
ments, industry, Iabor; universities, laboratories, trade associations,"
-and other interésted institutions or organizations. Not more than six
members of the Commission shall be appointed fromi the Federal Gov-
eriment. The President shall designate the Chairman and Vice Chair-

(b) The Ce
(1) ol

sers-of ths lepresentatives who shall
“not be members of the same ﬂ}: eal party and who shall be
ap?mmted by the Spoeaker of the House of Representatives, and
2) tweo-Meitiiors-of-the-Benate who shall not be members of
the same politieal party and who shall be appointed by the
President of the Senate,
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- The advisory members of the Cottnmission shall not partieipate, except

Vacanoiess

82 STAT. 37

in an advisory eapacity, in the formulation of the findings and recom-
mendations of the Commission.

{c) Any vacancy in the Commission or in its sdvisory membership
shall not affect the powers of the Commission, but shall be filled in
the sanie manner as the original appeintment.

*PUTIES OF THE COMMISSION

Bee. 208, {2) The €
b inisti

2

snpesfor ‘ Tivoughout the conutry

in addition to the steps taken under sections 16 and 17 of the Act of
March 3, 1001 (as added by title I of this Act). Such study‘and
investigation shal} inelude, without being limited to— .

and freetiv ansy

9} an analysisof existing programs administered or supported
by the departments and agencies of the Federal Government and
of ways in which such programs gould be strengthened 5o as to
lessens the danger of destructive fires in Government-assisted hous-
ing and in the redevelopment of the Nations cities and com-

82 STAT, 38

Repoth to Progie ; 2 ; 3
" avess o report with respect to its findings and recommendations not
_Yater than two years after the Commission has been duly organized.

dent and Con=
EYESS.

munitie
3 a§

o ; eginciuding prﬁm&ur«es for reerultxg
and soliciting the necessary personnels . .
{4) an evaluation of present and future needs {inchuding ‘ion;fr-

term needs) of training and.education for five-service personne

of the

zused i controlling
fivesy ‘ '
‘(63 an analysis of the administrative problems affecting the
efficiency or capabilities of loeal fire departments ov organiza-
tions; and
(7) an assessment of local, State, and Federal responsibilities
in the development of practicable and effective solutions for re-
ducing five losses. o
(b) In carrying out its duties under this-section the Commiission
ahall consider the results of the functions carried out by the Secre-
tary of Comumerce under sections 16 and 17 «of the Act of March 3,
1901 (as added by title I of this Act), and consult regularly with
the Secretary in order to coordinate the work of the Commission snd
the functions carried oub under such sections 16 and 17, : '
{c) The Commission shall submit to the President and to the Con-

POWERS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

Src. 204, (w) The Commission or, on the authorization of the Com-
miission, any subcommittes or member thereof, may, for the purpose
of carrying out the provisions of this title, hold hearings, take testi-
mony, and administer oaths or afirmations to witnesses appearing
befors the Commission or any subcommitbee or member thereof.

(b)) Ench &&Mﬁmﬁnﬁ, agency, and instrumentality of the executive -
branch.of the Government, including an independent agency, is author-
ized to furnish to the Commission, upon request made by the Chairman

4
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or Vies Chairmayp, such information ns the Commission deems neces-
. sary to-curry out its functions under this title,
~(e) Subject to such rules and segulutions as may be adopted by the
Commission, the Chairman, without regard to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing sppointments in the compstitive serv-
ice, and without vegard to the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter 80 Stat. 443,
YII of chapter 53 of such title relpting to classification and General 467
Schedule pay rates, shull have the power— , 23‘5‘? 5101,
(1) to appoint and fix the compensation of such staff personnel o
as he deems necessary, and . . S
(2) to procure temporary and intermittent:serviees to the same
ertem‘, as is authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United States
. Cade.
GOMPENSATION OF MEMBERS

Sec. 205. (a) Any member of the Commission, including a mem-
ber appointed under section 202(b}, who is & Member of Congress or
in the executive branch of the Government shall serve without com-
pensation in addition to that received in his regular employment, but
shall be entitled to reimbursement for travel, subsistence, and other
necessary. expenses incurred by him in connection with the perform-
ance of duties vested in the Commission.
(b} Members of the Commission, other than those referred to in
subsection (a), shall receive compensation st the rate of $100 per da \
for each day they are engaged in the performance of their dufiés a5 gy star, 30
members of the Commission and shall be entitled to reimbursement for
travel, subsistence, and other necessary expenses ineurred by them in
the performance of their duties as members of the Commission.

. EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION-

. Sze. 2086, There ave suthorized to be appropriated, out of any monsy
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as may be
necessary to carry out this title.

EXPIRATION OF THE COMMISSION
Ssc, 207, The Coramission shall cease fo exist thirty days after the

submission of its veport under seetion 203 (¢).
Approved March 1, 1968,
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